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already existing, which had to be adapted empirically to
meet the disorder and confusion of the times. It depended
on land (the fief, feudum, beneficium), and in this there was
nothing new. Land was already the source of livelihood and
of wealth ; grants of land had long been, and long remained,
the method of rewarding the king's faithful subjects, or of
paying his officials. But the holding of land is now the first
condition; services are due from the holder to his lord,
instead of land being the payment of service. It is a system,
depending on the relations of lord and tenants rather than of
king and subjects. There is a twofold bargain, a contract,
in which each gives and each receives, the one giving protec-
tion, the other service. Service may take many forms—it
may be service in kind, in labour, in war, even in praj^er—
—and its nature will definitely be stipulated. The ordinary
peasant will be forced to work, because on him the whole
system depends ; without his labour no one could live. His
labour makes it possible for those above him to perform more
dignified services to their lords ; he alone is so placed that
he has no one from whom to demand service. The more
important tenant will increasingly become bound by military
service, and this is an important breach with the past. It
was formerly the duty of all freemen to obey the king's
summons to the host, and the officials, counts and margraves,
had to see that they or a certain number of them came. Now
these counts have, in virtue of their fiefs, to provide so many
men to the king's army ; the military obligation falls on the
nobles.
As we have seen, the nobles were assuming the function
of protection, formerly the prerogative of the king alone.
So they too claim the same services in return, and receive
homage and an oath of fealty from their vassals. Within
their own territories they aim at an independent authority.
The king has sovereign rights, of justice, coinage, tolls, and
the like ; but often the importance of these has been seriously
diminished by grants, exemptions, and immunities. All the
tenants-in-chief owe him direct service, but he is often unable
to enforce its execution. Though in theory ruler of the whole
kingdom, he will mainly, and sometimes entirely, have to
depend on the territory of which he is the direct landlord—
the royal demesne. This reduces him to the level of the

